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ſaw him not when in the pangs of death, 

or did my lips receive his lateſt breath. 
Why held he not to mie his dying hand? 
And why receiv'd I not his laſt command ? 
Something he would have ſaid, had I been there, 
Which ! th 


ould ſtill in ſad remembrance bear; 
For I could never, never words forget, 15 
Which night aud day I would with tears repeat. [Ft 
| CONGREVE; | 
| : | f 1 
At non ter ævo functus amabilem [1 g 
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Ploravit omnes Antilochum ſenex 
Annos; nec impubem parentes 
Troilon, aut Phrygiæ ſorores 
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General Epiſile of Jaws, c. 3, part of v. 5; 


Behold, how great a matter à little fire kindleth ! 
As ſoon as difobedience in the firſt man had 
offended God, then commenced the painful 
truth of what our text implies : every generas 
ration from. that time, to the preſent — 
| has been made to feel it. 


Whether the Wa be now directed to the 
exiſting circumſtances of national warfare, or 
Imited within the circle of domeſtic life ; there 
is, one would think, ſufficient ſcope in either, 
and perhaps too much reaſon in both, for the | 


deepeſt ha A 
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Too well we all know the deſtructive ten- 
dency of even a little ſpark of fire. It is capa- 
ble of reducing to aſhes the moſt ſtately edifice, 
ar the largeſt city: in like manner, that little 
member the tongue, to which the Holy Pen- 
man of our text alludes, by quickly blazing forth 
the turbulent paſſions of the heart, has fre- 
quently been made the inſtrument of public 
ſtrife, the ruin of ſocial intercourſe, and has cut 


aſunder the nerves of private friendſhips. 


« From whence come Wars 's and fightings among 
« you ? Come they not jence 


- Cauſes, apparently trivial, in themſelves, have 


produced, very unexpectedly, the moſt dread- 
ful conſequences! 


As yet, my .young friends, you are happy 
ftrangers to the many anxieties and viciſſitudes, 
which perplex and. agitate thoſe of maturer 
years; I will not therefore call your attention 
at this time to the tranſaQtions of the wide 
world, nor reſort for examples thence to ſhew, 


r oy Hs « How 


"$4 
« How great a matter 4 little fire kindieth ;” but 
I will come home to your own dwelling for an 
awful pragyet it—I will appeal to the evidence 
of your ſenſes—to a molt ditrefing fact, ſuch as 
I preſume, the youngeſt among you can never 
forget, and the oldeſt will always remember. 

It is no longer ago than laſt Sunday, that you 
beheld a ſchool-fellow, not Jeſs beloved within 
theſe walls, where he has ſo long reſided, than 
carefſed without them, for his very amiable 
temper and” goodnefs of heart: his counte- 
nance had lately been obſerved to brighten 1 up 
with mote than uſual cheerfulneſs and vivacity, 
from the pleaſing ſenſations of having acquired 

in the duties of his learning ſome peculiar merit 
and advantage: but in the evening of ft very 
day L have mentioned, he was hurried out of 
exiſtence! That ſame countenance, which only 
two hours before had thus been noticed, fud- 
denly became pale and ghaſtly ! your young 
companion was numbered with the dead! 
On the following Thurſday each of you gazed 

„„ upon 
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upon his corpſe! | you ſaw him ſhrouded with 


the awful livery of death. 


What, my young friends, could have effected 


this woful change? Was it illneſs, that gradu- 


ally introduced to himſelf and others this ſad 
event? for then peradyenture they could have 
borne it? Ah! No. Thoſe to whom I am 
now ſpeaking can give the -anſwer, Doleful is 
the tale to reach the ears of others“. 


Should not this diſtreſſing accident read ta 
each of you a very impreſſive lecture on the 


mamentous 


f 


* From ſome trifling words between wo boys of this 


ſchool, during a very ſhort abſence of one of the uſhers, 
who conſtantly attends the pu pils out of ſchool hours, they 


proceeded to a few blows, When theſe had ended, without 
doing any material harm to either, they wereengaged in aſort 


of wreſile, and as it appeared in evidence before the Coro- 


ner's Inqueſt (where this affair was ſo thoroughly inveſti- 


gated), became ſo entangled together, as to fall on the floor 
at the ſame inſtant of time; by which accident, he who 
was undermoſt, received ſo violent a concuſſion of the brain, | 


that notwithſlanding every endeavour to ſave him, he died 


in a.ſtiort time afterward. The Coroner's Inqueſt was, of 
heb | Accidental Death, 
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momentous duty of reſolutely: corbing the int 
2 words, which ſtit up 
anger? Ver behold how great @ matter a luis 
« fire kindleth.” „ 


In giving you this exbertation from the heſt 
motives of my heart, I wiſh to be rightly under? 
ſtood. The diſtreſſing cireumſtance, that has 
happened, was unqueſtionabiy the effect of en · 
tire accident; but I will leave it with yourſelves 
to. ſay, whether ſuch an aceident would have 
taken place, if litigious words had not preceded 


It is hut juſtice to ſay of the other youth, 
who has been the unin tentional cauſe of this 
diſnfal event, that 4c ao was known to you as 
ane f RT Re: 5 Siflt 961 
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- Gretna 3 1 very b 
W is fer from being the. charatteriſtic of 

this ſchool. Ir is nat ſuffered, But even will 
the molt guarded there may be an unfortunata 
inſtant, in. which temptation will triumph! 


As the advances to virtue are progreſſive; ſo 


likewiſe x 
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7 
likewiſe are thoſe to vice: if at one View wwe 
could diſcover the hideous features, and all the 
dreadful conſequences of guilt, it would no ſooner 
be ſeen than abhorred ! 


If the very ff overtures of fin be not re- 


ſiſted, they are encouraged; the propenſity to 
any evil is more eaſily conquered in the firſt 


aſſault than in the ſecond: but if we want 
firmneſs of mind, we directly become the 
criminal promoters of its baneful ſucceſs.— 


We play with ferpents till they torment us 


with fatal ſtings! 


A Tittle extravagance firſt begins the character 


ef the ſpendthrift—a little diſhoneſty, that of 
the thief—a little falſehood, that of the liar— 


2 Hittle diſſimulation, that of the hypocrite! 


A little ſleep, a little ſlumber, à little folding of 


e the hands to ſleep,” is the deſcription, which 
Solomon gives of the ſluggard. That you may 
the more ſecurely guard yourſelves againſt great 


ſins, beware of Jittle ones: earneſtly beſeech 
the good Spirit of God to influence the 
| | OS thoughts 


t 

thoughts of your hearts, and to © Set a watch 
over the door of your lips.” 1 

2 6 A ſoft anſwer,” we are rightly aſlured, 
* turneth away wrath, but grievous words ftir up 
% anger.” © Whoſogver ſhall fay to his 
ce brother, Raca,” faid our bleſſed Saviour, 
© ſhall be in danger of the council, but who- 


« ſoever ſhall ſay Thou Fool, ſhall be in danger 
of hell-fire.“ 


The word Raca was a term of very peculiar 
offence among the Jews, and uſed to be pro- 
nounced with certain geſtures of intolerable con- 
tempt, ſuch as ſpitting or turning away the head 
The Phariſees, in their lecture on this law, 
which ſays, © Thou ſhalt not kill,” went no fur- 
ther than the literal legal ſenſe of thoſe words ; 
but he, who was the Teacher of all righteouſ- 
neſs, and who came to | eſtabliſh peace on 
earth and good will among men, ſtrictiy forbade 
the uſe of ſuch opprobrious names as Raca, 
or Thou Fool, well knowing that ſcornful pro- 


vocations frequently terminated in murder, 
It 


to ] 
ft is an idle thing, ſays Seneca, to lay that 
we cannot govern our anger: the wildeſt affec- 
tions may be tamed by diſcipline, and there is 
ſcarcely any thing, zvhich the mind wil, but # 
may do. Anger, he obferves, ſometimes comes 
upon us; but we oftener go to ft; but let us, 
adds he, bethink ourſelves of mortality, and not 
ſquander away the little time we have in ani- 
_ mofities and feuds: Conſider, I pray you, the 
Practical importance of theſe conſiderations, 
by dul y reflecting on the great catalogue of 
5 miferies, which a temporary difregard to them 
in your two ſchool companions has fo lately 
occafioned. In the firſt place, the life of one 
might have been happily ſpared, and they had 
not then either of them diſpleaſed the Almighty 
by prophaning the remaining part of his holy 
Sabbath by wrangling words and ſtrife. Already 
you have been made to ſee a deplorable judg- 
. ment, which alike threatens, in ſome way or 
| other, all thoſe who throw themſelves out of 
the Divine protection, by inſulting and vio- 
lating the Sabbath of a jealous God! * Miere- 
« fore let him that thinketk he flandeth,” take 
ſpecial 


tt ] 

ſj pectal besd f in this matter, cc leſt het alſo 
„fall.“ But again, they treſpaſſed againſt 
the good order of civilized ſociety; and 


here, my young friends, ſuffer me to remind 
you; that if a diffgrent verdict to that given 
on this occaſion, had been made out, all 
thoſe who were the amuſed ff peQators and 
abettors of this conteſt, might have become 
obnoxious to the alarming- vengeance of the 
criminal laws of their country !'* for although 


* gone few years ago, When public boxing matches were 
ſo fhamefully popular, I judged it a very expedient ſeaſon 
to addrefs the Legiſlators of this country on ſo brutal 4 
practice. The arguments of my pamphlet were advertiſed” 
at that time as the ſubject for public diſcuſſion at the Weſt- 
minſter Forum; I was particularly requefted by the ma- 
nagers to attend on that ocaſion, and allow the matter” 
à fair hearing: I conſented, and introdaced the buſineſs by 
defending what I had written, Many were the ſpeakers 
both for and againſt it; at length it was allowed to me to 
reply to the whole, and I was happy to find that in the judg- 
ment of a very crouded and intelligent company, there was 
a vaſt majority decidedly in favour of the arguments I hail 
maintained, viz. that boxing matches were highly repugnant 
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the Jaw eonſiders you in ſome caſes as minors or 


infants, 


to the laws, maxims, and policy of a civilized country—that 
they ſhewed but little or no courage—difcovered much 
barbarity that they were not inſſrumental to any adran- 
tage, but were moſt aſſuredly productive of many very ſeri- 


ous evils: but the extraQ I ſhall here make from that pub- 


lication only regards a quotation of the law. 


Sir Edward Coke deſcribes murder to be © when à per- 


bon of ſaund memory and diſcretion unlawfully killeth 


any reaſonable creature in being, and under the King's 
t peace, with malice afore-thought, either expreſſed or im- 
„% plied.” And Judge Blackſtone obſerves, © That this 
„definition takes in the caſe of deliberate duelling, where 
both parties meet avowedly with an intent to murder, 
thinking it their duty as gentlemen, and claiming it as 
© their privilege to wanton with their own lives, and thofe 
of their fellow-ereatures, withaut any warrant or authori-. 
* ty; from any pawer; either divine or human, but in direct 
* contradiction to the laws of both God and man; and there- 
* fore the law has jufily fixed the crime and puniſhment of 
murder on them, and their ſeconds alfo : And, it upon & 
© ſudden quarrel, two perſons fight, and one of them kills 
the other, this is mauſlaughter ; but if there be a ſufficient 
cooling time for paſſion to fut de, and reaſon to interpote, 
ad the perſon ſo provoked kills the other, this is delibe- 
rate revenge, and not heat of blood; and accordingly 


« amounts 


z; 
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% amounts to murder: and if two or more come together, 

4 to do an unlawful act againſt the King's peace, of which ; 
« the probable conſequenee might be bloodlhed ; as to beat 

& man, to commit 4 riot, to rob à park, and one of them 
« kills a man, it is murder in them all; becauſe of the unlawſul 
act, the malitia fr&cogitata, or evil intended beforeband. | 


A Yet where there is any notorious breach of the peace, 

66 ſays Judge Blackſtone, a riot; battery, or the like, (whicty 
*« infants,, when full grown, are at-leaft as liable as others 
« to commit). for theſe, a an inſant above the age of fourteen- 
„is equally liable to ſuffer as a perſon of the full age of. 
66 twenty one. Again this Lawver ſavs, an inſant of the age 
« of fourteen years may be capitally puniſhed for auy capi- 
„tal offence; but under the age of ſever he cannot: the 
4 period between ſeven and fourteen, he obſerves, is ſubject 
«ta. much uncertainty, but if-he was dofi-ca/tur, and: could 
«. diſcern: between good and evil at the time of the offence 
„ comthitted, he may undergo Judgment, and execution of 
10 18 


4 Sir Matthew Hale Jon us two inflances, one of a girl of 
« thirteen, who was burned for killing her miſtreſs ; ; another 
« of a boy, Rill younger, that had killed his companion and 


60 hid himſelf, who was hanged ; for it appeared by his hiding 


* { that he knew he had done wrongs 4 and could diſcern be- 
" tween 


14 14 ' 


ſafety and lives of your fellow creatures, you f 


become equally reſponſible as men. The pro: F1 
priety of this remark ariſes from the occaſion, 

and though not neceſſarily connected with my 

addreſs to you in particular, yet it may ſerve as 

an important timely piece of inſtruction to 

youth in n 


But moreover, in this affray your ſchgol-fel- 
lows tranſ greſſed the known orders and diſcipline 
this well regulated and very eminent School, 
and in ſo doing, ſince deuth has happened, it 
has been matter of the deepe melancholy and 
fly, to your able 54 much: reſ * Maſ⸗ 

Ger, 


c« tween good and evil: and in ſuch cafes the maxim of 
« law is, that malitia ſuffilet &tatem—So alſo in much more 

4 moderff times, a boy of ten years old, who was guilty of a 
« heinous murder, was held a proper ſubject for capital 
© Puniſhment, by the "_—_ of all the] _— 


. In ſome ſchools the praflice of 6ghting may poſſibly be 
winked at, from an idea that boys are leſs deſirous of en- 
"gaging in theſe contefis when permitted, than when for- 
bidden ; but. in this fchool the ferilous cuftom of boxing is 
moft frighy prohibited, and both offenders when detected 
are ſure to meet with ſuitable correction. 
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ter, (who would himſelf have addreſſed. you. 
here this evening, were it not for thoſe feelings, 
which do him ſo much honour), and alſo to his 
amiable and beloved partner: to their diſtreſſes 
on this occaſion, have been added the ſympathy 
and condolances of this Tozon and ee ! 
Still the mioſt Lt] a is yet 120 
back 7 my e e Vou have tears; 
prepare to-ſhefl them now.“ But words have 
not adequate expreſſion; if my ſpirits had iſuf- 
ficient firmneſs to repreſent to you the ſharp 
agonies of the doting parents, in having theis ö 
enly darling ſon thus torn away for non: 
diſpatched to the cold and Lent grave Igtiq ur- 


« His growing virtues juſliſied their cares, 
80 And WN en to be *. +: 


- Methinks, ] fi the an arriye near ne 


1 „ 


is ne 3 to . father, ho men 
falls (diſtreſſing to relate l), with pale horror on 


an W ouch! g The mother forebodes, 
F Hin! An 


( 26 ] 


appearances, fome * She _— ee | 
wet it is? 


No — NE VEIN of er oh 

with all poſſible tenderneſs and cir >AMon, 
ſhe is told, by a viſiting friend; that her fon is in! 
She immediately rejoins, I wiſh 10 ſee my angel 
boy.” Too much agitated by the violence of 
his-own diſtreſs, the father cannot ſuppreſs his 
moans—the trembling mother hears him thus 
exclaim, „Well, ho is happy !' She inſtantly 
ſhapes the queſtion, © What, is he dead ?” No 
anſwer is made—her blood chills--ſhe'can-ſhed 
no tears—but declares with a ſort of frantic 
emphaſis and look that * She: hall newer fue 


again!? 


Woot ils 


A lovely ſiſter is now caſt down with un- 
deſbribable wretchedneſs at the untimely dif- 
fvlution of her” truly affeQionate and only 
broth 1 Ms wales „ ea 
Y: We de not Hear, ts true; 1 this 
miſerable famil a nor ſee their wild emotions of 
grief, 


C1 


grief, crying out, as David did for Abſalom, 
« Oh, my ſon, my ſon, would. to God I had 
died for thee;” and like the miſerabſe 
Rachel refuſing the words of comfort, becauſe 


their „Child is not.: Ah! little did they 


imagine that when laſt they parted, they parted 
for ever  How®*fondly, it may be well pre- 
ſumed, had they been counting the few days 
that remained to the approaching feſtival, when 
they ſhould each embrace the much-loved boy! 

Is not the e diſconſolate mother heard to 11 05 6 


40 « Grief öl the room up of my abſent child, 

« Lies in his bed, walks up and down with me, 
pots on his pretty looks, repeats his words 

« Remembers me of all his gracious parts. 


| Alas! how is this houſe of joy and hope in 


the expectations of this their ſon, nearly fitted 


by ſchool for other avocations, now turned into 


the houſe of mournin g and def] pair ! They will 


ſee 


»The Play of King John was very lately performed by . 


the young gentlemen of this ſchool: the lines alluded to 


are the pathetic words of Conſtance, for the fate of her fon 
Arthur, 


; 
| 
| 
i 
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fee his face no more! Mute and mouldering 


in the grave, he will not riſe, till the trump of 
God ſhal] awake the lexus dead! 


of this ee ſorrow, enough is known 
already, to claim the tendereſt ſympathy, and 
what ill remains to happen we are afraid to 
think! 


| Children! you! have parents at home; would it 
90 melt you into tears, if through any improper 
act of yours, you could now imagine that they 
would hereafter teel ſuch pangs as theſe? 
| Avoid, as much as in you lieth, the poſſibility of 
it, by dutiful attentions to them, by peaceable 
deportment and upright manners to others. 
But above all things, Fear God, and obey his 
commandments; 1 do not, by a different conduct, 
be the impious and ungrateful inſtruments of 
bringing down their © Grey hairs with ſorrow 
to the grave.” Always bear in memory, How 
great @ matter a little fire has already kindled:” 


May the impreſſion never be eraſed from 
| Jour 


* 1 


your memories, and if it but fixes on you a, 
laſting dread of the beginnings of anger, then 
this viſitation has not been in vain! 


Like re and | ſchoolfellows, ſtrive to 
live together i in unity—the beſt friendſhips and : 
advantages of future life have been known to 
commence at ſchool ; therefore cultivate them 
100; do not render © railing for railing,” but 
« give place unto wrath. Vengeance is mine, 1 
&* will repay, ſaith the Lord.” Bear and forbear 
with one another in love. Be patient—for © be- 
« hold how great à matter a lille fire kindleth.” 


* In the midſt of life” you ſee that © we are 
« ;4 death.” The repetition of theſe words 
. may make them familiar to you, and perhaps - 
to be but little heeded ; but when realized to 
your fight, as they have lately been, they be- 
come more terribly intereſting ! 8 


But ſhould any of you eſcape a ſudden call 
to appear before Him, who knoweth the very 
ſecrets of our hearts, remember, my young 
83 friends, 


1 & } OED 
friends, that we muſt all return to the duſt, 
from whence we came. Tt is appointed 
« unto men bice to die, and after this the 
« judgment.” The young, as well as the old, 
are every hour expoſed to the arrows of dif. 
eaſe and death! « nd is wiſe will _ _ 
things 1” | 


Of the ſurviving youth, who by no means 
foreſeeing, and of courſe not intending, what 
has happened in this fad event, the diſtreſſes 
are entitled to the utmoſt commiſeration. 
The bitter dreadful reflection that he has 
been inſtrumental to the death of an amiable 
ſchooFellow, muſt be the ſubjet᷑t of horror to 
Him while young, and of more fettled gnawing 
melancholy to his ſpirits, ſhould He live to be 
aid: let his perſon wander to either of the 
other three quarters of the globe, his troubled 
mind will ever have before his eyes the pot 'of 
ground, on which is building | ſtands. The 
voice of his Brother's blood may call unto him 
from the ground, in ſounds too Audible for the 
remdteſt diſtance either to rhiltake or fmother. 


> 


Poor 


( 21 
Poor unhappy lad, he has no parents to "OO 
or ſooth that pungent grief he already feels! 
Happily for them they are gone down into the 
-peaceful chambers of ſilence, © Where the wicked 
ceaſe from troubling, and where the weary are at 
ref. Not ſo with thoſe of our departed youth? 


May the precious words of Religion pourinto 
their affticted hearts that balm of confolation, 
which the world can? give. May they be 
enabled, like faithful Abraham of old, to bear 
this ſacrifice of their only ſon! and lift up their 
weeping eyes to Him, in whoſe hands are the 
iſſues of life and death, and ſay—* Thy will be 
done.” May He, © Who hath his way in the 
whirlwind and in the florm,” fanQtify the various 
dif] penſations of his all wiſe Providence, and 
cauſe them to work together for ſome eventual 
good, and produce more viſibly in all our hearts 
and lives, © Repentance toward God, and faith 
« award our Lord Feſus Chriſt.” Amen. 


FINIS. 


To the Notes, page 12, add the following article from 
Burne's Juſtice, ander the 2v0ord Homicide “ Alſo, when; 
«« ever a perſon in cool blood, by way of revenge, beats 
1 another in ſuch a manner that he afterwards dies thereof, 
« he is guilty of murder, however unwilling he might have 
6 been to have gone ſo far. | 


ERRATUM. —Page 20, line 9, rad, oreſaw, and of courſe 
could not intend, . 
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' BOOKS fublirhed by the fame Author. 


I. SEVENTEEN SERMONS, preached moſily on PuBLioc 
Occasions, 78. 4 


2. TazoLOGICAL, PHILOSOPHICAL, and Mon! 
Eesa vs. 55. 0 % . 4 


3. FAMILIAR LETTERS, on à variety af Subjects. 38. 


4. A Letter to the King, Lords, and Commons, againſt 
the Brutal Practice of Box ix d, 18. | | 


5. A DisPASSIONATE ADDREss to the SUBJECTS of 
GREAT BRITAIN, Is. 


6. Tus FRIENDLY CaLiL of Truth and Reaſon to a 
New SPECIES or DISSENTERS, 28. 


7. A LETTER to FRANCIs ANNESLEY, Eſq; M. P. on 
the neceſſity of adopting ſome meaſures to reduce the num- 
ber of Dogs; with a ſhort account of the Hydrophobia, and 
the moſt approved remedies againſt it, Is. 


* Of this laſt Letter it may be proper to ſay a few words: 
; Teveral reaſpns induced the Author to write it; and the op- 
portunity he took for doing ſo, was at the late general 
out-cry, on account of the ſcarcity of proviſions —The in- 
creaſing number of Dogs, daily let looſe on the Public, was 
of itſelf a | hr annoyance; but fince it ſalls to the lot of a 
very confiderable number. of theſe animals to have either 
for or ws, N maſters, it happened that about this 
time, many Dogs, for want of wholeſome air and proper food, 
became mad; and this canine diſeaſe was ſpreading around 
the country in a very alarming manner : and though the 
Author was apprized that a tax had formerly been at- 
tempted, but did not ſucceed; he judged, notwithſtanding 
this circumſtance, . that the preſent was a favorable moment 
to put together a few remarks; which from confideratians of 
Humanity and Palicy might ſolicit the attention of Parlia- 
ment: and the Author is happy to ſay, that in this hope he 
was not diſappointed: for very ſoon after the frublication of 
his Pamfiklet, the buſineſs of a Dog Tax was brought before 
the Houſe of Commons, and a polite reference made on that 
occaſion to his printed Letter; which has likewiſe been 
honoured with the thanks and approbation of ſeveral of 
its Members; nor has it been denied a generous attention 
from the writers of ſeveral periodical works, who have 
been — to make mention of it to the world, as having 
been highly inſtrumental to the ſafety of the public, by ob- 
taining a better regulation of the number at Dogs, and alſo 
of advantage tothe Revenue, by greatly increaſing its income. 
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